CHAPTER IV
AMBASSADOR IN ROME, 1894-1897
F
OR both Billow and his wife a long-cherished drearn
came true when in the autumn of 1894 the Emperor
appointed him to the QuhinaL    He was now in
charge of the embassy in which he had made such
a promising beginning as attache^ and his wife was in her
mother's house, where her stepfather, who had died at the
end of 1886, had done such beneficial work as a statesman.
The new Ambassador, as I was soon to learn, seemed at
first to have no other wish than to remain permanently in
this post.   But he was only to hold it for three years,
during which he was present twice, in 1894 and 1896, at
meetings between the German Emperor and King Humbert
in Venice,
In Rome everything seemed to combine to make his tenure
of office a pleasant one. The Italian alliance with Germany
was made, and twice renewed. Those parties in Italy which
had at first fought most vigorously against the understanding
with Berlin and Vienna, now appeared to have come round
to the view that this kingdom, regarded with hostility by the
Vatican and coldly by France, would best preserve its
territorial and political integrity by alliance with the Central
Powers. This policy seemed to have far wider results than
those of expediency. Devotion to German scholarship and
even—in music—to German art, seemed to have developed
from it. This harmony between the German and Italian
ideals seemed to be symbolised by the union of the German
statesman and his Italian bride, whose household at the Palazzo
Caffarelli was the focus of a large social circle,
Frau Maria von Biilow, a native of Naples with estates in
Sicily, was one day to be the only foreign hostess who ever
presided at the Imperial Chancellor's , palace. Princess
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